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International Workshop on Advanced Software
Development Tools and Techniques

Co-located with ECOOP 2008

Date: July 8, 2008.

Location: Paphos, Cyprus.

http://smallwiki.unibe.ch/wasdett2008/

 

Call for Papers

The motivation for our workshop is the observation that tools and tool building play an important role
in applied computer science research. The tangible results of research projects are often embodied in
a tool. Even though tool building is a popular technique to validate research (e.g., proof-of-concept
prototyping followed by user studies), it is neither simple nor cheap to accomplish. Given the
importance of tool building and the significant cost associated with it, we would like to initiate a
workshop that allows interested researchers to share their tool building experiences and to explore
how tools can be build more effectively and efficiently.

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

Should tool building remain a craft?
Should research prototypes be of commercial quality?
How to integrate and combine independently developed tools?
What are the positive lessons learned in building tools?
What are the (recurring) pitfalls in tool building?
What are the good practices?
Are there architectures and patterns for tool building?
How to compare or benchmark tools?
What features in object-oriented languages make them easier to build tools for/with?

Submissions and Proceedings

Since the workshop has an interest not only in tool-builder issues, but also in experimental tools
themselves, two different kinds of contributions are solicited from potential participants:

either a traditional position paper with the participant's vision on tool-related issues;
or an actual tool submission where the participant will get the possibility of presenting his or her
tool and how it was built.

For contributions of the second kind, a special issue on Experimental Software and Toolkits (EST) of
Elsevier's Science in Computer Programming journal will be associated with this workshop. A pre-
selection of articles to be submitted to this special issue will be made based on the quality of the
submitted tool papers and their demonstrations during the workshop. Not every tool paper will be
selected automatically for the EST. In addition, the size of articles for the special issues will be between
15 and 25 pages as opposed to the 5 to 10 pages that are requested for the workshop contributions.
Nevertheless, reviewing of the EST articles will be done by the WASDeTT program committee, extended
with a few extra referees if needed. Only if the workshop would not yield enough high quality
contributions, the editors of the EST special issue may solicit additional articles on tools that were not
submitted to the workshop.

We deliberately do not put any restrictions on the kinds of tools that can be submitted: the tools can
be early prototypes, may have been around for years, or may have recently undergone a drastic re-
implementation. Nevertheless we do have a particular interest in experimental research tools (as
opposed to commercial tools) and tools that target the object-oriented software development
paradigm.

In spite of our focus on experimental research tools, we explicitly solicit position papers from software
industrials as well. Not only will their participation in the workshop allow them to get a sneak preview
of state-of-the-art research tools, their opinions and visions would allow builders of research
prototypes to learn more about the actual needs of industry.

Submission Guidelines

Submit your position paper in PDF, so that we can collect all of the submissions on a web-site. Please
keep all position papers between 5 and 10 pages, and use the style guidelines for Elsevier journal
papers. A separate abstract including the e-mail addresses of the authors and URL's of their home
pages must be submitted in ASCII text.
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Important Dates

Submission due: April 30, 2008 (changed, was May 18!)

Notification of acceptance: May 26, 2008
WASDeTT 2008: July 8, 2008
ECOOP 2008: July 7-11, 2008

Workshop Organizers

Kim Mens (primary contact), Universite catholique de Louvain, http://www.info.ucl.ac.be/~km
Mark van den Brand, Eindhoven University of Technology, http://www.win.tue.nl/~mvdbrand
Adrian Kuhn, University of Berne, http://smallwiki.unibe.ch/adriankuhn
Holger M. Kienle, University of Victoria, http://holgerkienle.wikispaces.com
Roel Wuyts, IMEC Leuven, http://homepages.ulb.ac.be/~rowuyts

Program Committee

John Brant, The Refactory, Inc., http://www.refactory.com/people/john.html
Dr. Vassili Bykov, Cadence (USA), http://www.cincomsmalltalk.com/userblogs/vbykov/
Dr. Pascal Costanza, Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium), http://p-cos.net
Dr. Yann-Gaël Guéhéneuc, University of Montreal (Canada), http://www.yann-gael.gueheneuc.net
Dr. Robert Hirschfeld, Hasso-Plattner-Institut Potsdam (Germany), http://www.hirschfeld.org
Dr. Andy Kellens, Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium), http://prog.vub.ac.be/~akellens
Anne Keller, Universiteit Antwerpen (Belgium), http://www.ua.ac.be/anne.keller
Dr. Günter Kniesel, University of Bonn (Germany), http://www.cs.uni-bonn.de/~gk/gk
Dr. Jens Krinke, Fernuniversität Hagen (Germany), http://www.fernuni-hagen.de/ST/krinke.
Dr. Michele Lanza, University of Lugano (Switzerland), http://www.inf.unisi.ch/faculty/lanza
Dr. Radu Marinescu, University from Timisoara (Rumania), http://www.cs.utt.ro/~radum
Dr. Oscar Nierstrasz, University of Berne (Switzerland), http://www.iam.unibe.ch/~oscar
Dr. Martin Pinzger, University of Zurich (Switzerland), http://seal.ifi.uzh.ch/pinzger
Dr. Tony Sloane, Macquarie University (Australia), http://www.comp.mq.edu.au/~asloane
Dr. Diomidis Spinellis, Athens University (Greece) http://www.dmst.aueb.gr/dds/index.en.html
Dr. Jurgen Vinju, Centrum voor Wiskunde en Informatica (The Netherlands),
http://homepages.cwi.nl/~jurgenv
Allen Wirfs-Brock (USA), http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?AllenWirfsBrock
Dr. Andy Zaidman, Technische Universiteit Delft (The Netherlands),
http://www.st.ewi.tudelft.nl/~zaidman
Dr. Olivier Zendra, INRIA / LORIA (France), http://www.loria.fr/~zendra
Dr. Tom Zimmerman, University of Calgary (Canada), http://pages.cpsc.ucalgary.ca/~zimmerth
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