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Dicto

Controller = PhpClass with name: „*Controller“
Database = PhpClass with name: „Database“

Controller cannot depend on Database

You use the Database in BlogController!



Roadmap

1. Find architectural pain points
2. Plan refactoring 
3. Formulate rules 
4. Implement/Extend Adapters
5. Feedback to Developers
6. Evaluate Results



Pain Point Survey



Error/Exception Handling

• Keep Context Information
• Handle all Exceptions Equally



Dicto Rules

only GUIClasses can depend on 
ilTemplateClass

IlExceptionsWithoutTopLevelException must 
depend on any ilExceptions 

WholeIliasCodebase cannot invoke 
SetErrorOrExceptionHandler 
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Implement/Extend Adapters

CHALLENGES
PHP Dependencies
Performance
CI Integration
User Interface









„I searched very deliberately for 
violations within our modules 
and fixed them. “



Roadmap Review

1. Find architectural pain points
2. Plan refactoring 
3. Formulate rules 
4. Implement/Extend Adapters
5. Feedback to Developers
6. Evaluate Results



Language Expressivity

• Rules can be discussed without any 
training

„It definitely leverages the discussion about 
architecture and separation of concerns.“



Language Expressivity

• Exceptions to rules -> No syntax needed
• What we modified:
– Added comments to rules
– Added a modifier: must ... Any

• Dicto is as strong as it‘s tools



Violations
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Violations of different Groups
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Inspection

Courier Anti-Pattern



Conclusion

• Dicto encourages collaboration
• You gain insights in architectural problems
• Overall violations decrease


